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Crack related offenses are 18 times more likely to receive lengthier jail sentences than cocaine related offenses. Drug Policy Alllance (2010)
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Crack vs Cocaine

* Crack and cocaine may be nearly identical on
a molecular level, but people who are
charged with possession of just 1 gram of
crack are given the same sentence as those
found in possession of 18 grams of cocaine.

* Furthermore, | found that wealthy white
people use cocaine while poor African
American and other minorities use crack.
That indicates that the sentencing of
possession of these drugs is gear towards
incarcerating the minority.
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The Fair Sentenc\q Act of
2010, reduced the statutory aItles for crack cocaing*
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Racial Disparity - In
The News

* NEW YORK TIMES reported
that of the 40 people arrested
due to the COVID19 for
breaking the law during the
pandemic, 35 people were
black, four were Hispanic and
one was white.




e Conflict theory looks at

Conflict Theory

society as being made up of
individuals in different
social class who must
compete for social and
political achievements.

® This are relate to conflict
theory because all these
group are having inequality
for the same crime but
different punishment.



https://pixabay.com/vectors/balance-scale-silhouette-justice-147053/

* In conclusion, the 18-1 disparity, where offenders with 5
grams of crack are subject to the same five-year
mandatory prison sentence as those with 90 grams of
powder cocaine, perpetuates the double standard for
crack offenders in the federal court system, who are
overwhelmingly black.

e Sentencing laws were discriminatory, with the harshest

sanctions given to blacks who victimized whites.

 However, | believe racial disparity will still exist unless

current laws and peoples mind set are change.
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